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What is Wikipedia?
• Wikipedia is a free, web-based, collaborative, multilingual encyclopedia
• Editable by everyone*
• Written collaboratively
• Funded by donations and run by a charity - the Wikimedia Foundation 

“Imagine a world in which every single person on the planet is given free 
access to the sum of all human knowledge. That's what we're doing.” -
Jimmy Wales

*with an internet connection



Wikimedia Foundation



Wikipedia’s audience
• The largest encyclopedia ever written
• Available in 307 languages (including Irish)
• 21 billion page views every month
• 121 million pages views a month from Ireland
• 43 million edits
• 1.8 edits per second



Who writes Wikipedia?
• Everyone can edit Wikipedia
• 130,000 regular contributors
• Some languages are very big like English, some languages are small 

like Irish

"Wikipedia doesn't work in theory, 
only in practice“ (Anon/many)



By EneasMx (Own work) CC BY-SA 4.0 from Wikimedia Commons





Minding the gaps

• A number of gaps documented on large language Wikipedias:
• Gender
• People of colour
• LGBTQA+
• Verbal/oral histories or cultures
• Less dominant cultures within languages (Irish culture on 

EN, Belgian culture on FR, DE, NL)



Women in Red

• Founded in 2015
• In 2015, 15.53% of biographies on EN where about women
• In 2019, this had risen to 18.1%
• Write about both historic and contemporary women
• Active Twitter account
• Advocates for open licence imagery



Art+Feminism

• Also works with Whose Knowledge? and Women in Red
• Looks to represent women in both text, image, video and sound
• Focuses on empowering those who traditionally will not edit 

Wikipedia to do so through:
• Hosting events
• Providing source materials
• In accessible venues
• With food and refreshments
• Providing funding for childcare



Vicipéid

• Founded in 2004
• 50,000+ articles
• 1.9 million page views in October 2019
• 41 active editors
• Favour writing articles from Irish and Irish language sources
• Most readers from the US



Irish context

• Who is telling the story?
• Where are the images coming from?
• What sources are being used?
• What is fore-grounded?





Travellers Decorated Caravan via National Library of Ireland on The Commons

JP / Halting Site on Cappagh Road, Finglas CC BY-SA 2.0









Difficulties

• Lack of sources – often harder to access, pay-walled, or not digital
• Lack of imagery – few digitised, open licenced images

• Contemporary or historical

• Identifying the gaps – perception of completeness
• Places more onus on minorities to “correct” others and creates more 

work



What can you do?

• Access material to open licence
• Host events with Wikimedians and other open knowledge groups
• Can you make new materials available under an open licence or 

digitised?
• How can you mobilise communities to own their own narratives?
• Track impact using tools like GLAMorgan

https://tools.wmflabs.org/glamtools/glamorgan.html?&category=Collections%20of%20the%20Hunt%20Museum&depth=12&year=2019&month=8


Info Graphic highlighting outcomes of projects managed by the National Wikimedian at the National Library of Wales during 2017-18 by Jason.nlw CC0, from Wikimedia Commons



Wikimedia Community Ireland
wikimediaireland@gmail.com

@WikimediaIE
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