
Starting a new digital 
preservation programme
in an old organisation



My journey into digital preservation
What was the problem (2013)?

• BGS had been around since 1837, the data centre 
since 1980s = we had LOTS OF STUFF of all sorts of 
formats, on all sorts of media, and of varying quality 
everywhere!

• Clearing out ROT = Old research project data also left 
on BGS shared drive – data was not FAIR

• Managing Objective EDRMS = what should we do 
with records with permanent retention? 

• National Geoscience Data Centre (NGDC) = TNA 
Place of Deposit – but this only applied on analogue 
records



Starting to 
tackle the 
problem 
2014 – 2016

• Convinced BGS to fund my MSc in 
Information and Record Management 
and started learning! 

• Joined the DPC under the UKRI 
umbrella and started networking!

• Dissertation “Exploring digital 
preservation requirements: A case 
study from the National Geoscience 
Data Centre (NGDC)” and started 
implementing! 





Building 
awareness and 
capability at BGS

• https://www.bgs.ac.uk/news/byte
-by-byte-developing-our-digital-
preservation-capability/

• Annual BGS instance of World 
Digital Preservation Day since its 
inauguration in 2017

• In-house Research Data 
Management annual training 
course to develop best practice 
amongst PhD students

https://www.bgs.ac.uk/news/byte-by-byte-developing-our-digital-preservation-capability/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/news/byte-by-byte-developing-our-digital-preservation-capability/
https://www.bgs.ac.uk/news/byte-by-byte-developing-our-digital-preservation-capability/


External 
engagement

• Member of a number of DPC 
sub-committees

• Writing and publishing articles 
and blogs (RMJ, IRMS bulletin, 
BGS and DPC websites)

• Giving talks about our work at 
major conferences (IRMS 
Conference, DLM Forum, 
PV2018, iPres 2019)

• Giving talks at online workshops 
(ICA Third Workshop on 
Scientific Archives, eArchiving
Geospatial Digital Records 
Preservation, DPC, RDA)



Expanding the 
programme

• 2017 Digital Preservation Policy V.1.

• 2018 DP Business Case approved
2018 CoreTrustSeal Certification

• 2019 DP Strategy V.1.
2019 Digital Research Data Survey

• 2020 Internal Report on Survey Findings
2020 DP Policy V.2.

• 2021 First BGS DP Team set up
2021 CoreTrustSeal Recertification

• 2022 DP Strategy being updated

• 2022-2023  - Department restructuring



2023 
onwards = 
part of BGS 
Data 
Governance



WDPD at BGS

Focus in 2023:
Merging the Digital 
Preservation Team and the 
new Data and Information 
Governance (DIG) 
Programme

Themes in 2023: 
• Getting rid of ROT
• Environmental sustainability
• Launch of BGS DIG policy



Keep in 
touch!

Email 
jaana.pinnick@irms.org.uk

mailto:jaana.pinnick@irms.org.uk

	Starting a new digital preservation programme in an old organisation
	My journey into digital preservation
	Starting to tackle the problem 2014 – 2016
	Slide Number 4
	Building awareness and capability at BGS
	External engagement
	Expanding the programme
	2023 onwards = part of BGS Data Governance
	WDPD at BGS
	Keep in touch!

